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Upper Moreland School District 
Planned Course for Literacy 
 
Course: Public Speaking 
 
PA Common Core Standards:  
 
Reading Informational 1.2 
Reading Literature 1.3 
Writing 1.4 
Speaking and Listening 1.5  
 
Course Description: 
 
The Comprehensive Literacy program at Upper Moreland Middle and High School consists of a 
seven-year, sequential and cumulative program designed to develop 21st Century readers, 
writers, speakers, and listeners.  Courses emphasize literacy measured by State and Common 
Core Standards.   As we seek to foster the development of life long literacy learners, the Upper 
Moreland School District is dedicated to a research based, literacy program.  
 
Public Speaking, an elective course, is designed for students who wish to develop their public 
speaking ability.  Building on reading, writing, speaking and listening skills from foundational 
English classes, students will prepare and deliver various speeches.  Students will also produce 
dramatic and interpretive public speaking performances.  
 
Specific and measurable objectives directly related to the academic standards to be 
achieved by students: 
 
Specific objectives for this course are stated as concepts and skills for the standards in the Ninth 
to Twelfth Grade bands found in the Scope and Sequence document. 
 
Content to be used to reach objectives: 
 
In order to offer a comprehensive 21st Century literacy approach, a variety of print and 
electronic materials are utilized. 
 
Materials: 
 
Anchor Resources 
Glencoe Speech Glencoe (2005) 
Videos of noteworthy speeches, student speeches  
Supplemental materials       
 
Technology 
Digital Video Recorder 
Laptops/Promethean Board 
Turnitin.com 
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Instructional Activities: 
 
A comprehensive 21st century literacy program demands use of a variety of activities to 
stimulate creativity and critical thinking.  Below is a list of those different activities.  
They are defined in the glossary. 
 

• Activate prior knowledge 

• Setting purpose 

• Brainstorming 

• KWL 

• Reading\Thinking aloud 

• Visualizing 

• Inferencing 

• Questioning 

• Summarizing 

• Evaluating 

• Writing responses 

• Oral discussion 

• Graphic mapping 

• Inquiry 

• Note taking and note making 

• Drawing conclusions 

• Big 6 inquiry process 

• Peer coaching 

• Group discussion 

• Modeling 

 
Estimated instructional time to be devoted to achieving objectives: 
 
91 days – half year (48 minutes per day) 
 
Procedures for measurement of student progress on the objectives: 
 
Teachers use an assortment of assessments to determine student proficiency. They include: 
 

• Formative 

• Summative 

• Written Responses 

• Oral Responses 

• Question/Answer Sessions 

• Group Discussions 

• Group Collaborations 

• Rubrics 

• Speeches 

• Performances 

 
An explanation of how student grades will be determined: 
 
Literacy grades are determined through a variety of measures.  Students are evaluated using 
formative and summative assessments.  Formative assessments include classroom observations, 
teacher-student conferences and student work samples.  Summative assessments are 
administered periodically using quizzes and unit tests, and specific mode of writing rubrics.  
Projects and presentations are evaluated using research based performance assessments. 
 


