
Upper Moreland School District 
Planned Course for Literacy 
 
Film Studies and Production 
 
PA Language Arts Standards 
1.1  Reading Independently  
1.2. Reading, Analyzing, and Interpreting Text 
1.3. Reading, Analyzing, and Interpreting Literature - Fiction and NonFiction 
1.4. Types of Writing 
1.5. Quality of Writing 
1.6. Speaking and Listening 
1.7. Characteristics and Functions of the English Language 
1.8. Research 
1.9. Information, Communication, and Technology Literacy  
 
College Board Standards for College Success 
Media Literacy Standards: 

➔ Understanding the Nature of Media 
➔ Understanding, Interpreting, Analyzing, and Evaluating Media Communication 
➔ Composing and Producing Media Communication 

 
Course Description: 
The Comprehensive Literacy program at Upper Moreland Middle and High School 
consists of a seven-year, sequential and cumulative program designed to develop 21st 
Century readers, writers, speakers, and listeners. Courses emphasize literacy measured by 
Pennsylvania Common Core State Standards. As we seek to foster the development of 
life-long literacy learners, the Upper Moreland School District is dedicated to a 
research-based, literacy program. 
 
Designed as an elective course for those students interested in the analysis of movies and 
the development and production of film. Films Studies and Production will balance the 
foundational knowledge of the genres of film with the technical skills necessary to 
develop and produce films for a variety of purposes including entertainment, social 
justice, public service, and education.  
 
 
Specific and measurable objectives directly related to the academic standards to be 
achieved by students: 
Specific objectives for this course are stated as concepts and competencies for the 
standards in the Ninth Grade Gifted Literacy Course Scope and Sequence document. 
 
Content to be used to reach objectives: 
To ensure this course meets the gifted students’ needs for challenging curriculum in order to achieve each 
student’s highest performance and potential, the following materials will be utilized:  
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Materials: 
Technology 
Various film clips from each unit genre 
Video Recording Devices, Tripods, Microphones, Lighting, Computers & Editing 
Software, Data Storage Devices 
Turnitin.com 
Various supplemental materials 
 
Instructional Activities: 
A comprehensive 21st century literacy program demands use of a variety of activities to 
stimulate creativity and critical thinking.  Below is a list of those different activities.  They 
are defined in the glossary 
● Vocabulary analysis 
● Reading aloud 
● Thinking aloud 
● Written response 
● Oral discussion 
● Inquiry 
● Graphic organizers 

● Note taking and note making 
● Modeled Reading 
● Guided Reading  
● Independent Reading 
● Meta-cognitive Reading strategies 
 
 

 
Estimated instructional time to be devoted to achieving objectives: 
 Approximately 86 minutes per day on an alternating block schedule for one semester. 

 
Procedures for measurement of student progress on the objectives: 
Teachers use an assortment of assessments to determine student proficiency.  
They include: 
● Formative and Summative 

Assessments 
● Whole Class Discussion 
● Written Response 
● Oral Response 
● Online discussions 
● Group discussions 

● Group collaboration 
● Quizzes 
● Tests 
● Projects 
● Video Projects 
● Audio Projects 
 

 
An explanation of how student grades will be determined: 
A student’s grade will be determined through a minimum of 2 assessments per unit of 
study.  The culminating project based assessment will be a full film production using the 
tools learned through each unit of study.  
 
 

                                                                         November 2017 
 


