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Upper Moreland School District 
Planned Course for Literacy 
 
Course: Creative Writing 
 
PA Common Core Standards:  
 
Reading Informational 1.2 
Reading Literature 1.3 
Writing 1.4 
Speaking and Listening 1.5  
 
Course Description: 
 
The Comprehensive Literacy program at Upper Moreland Middle and High School 
consists of a seven-year, sequential and cumulative program designed to develop 21st 
Century readers, writers, speakers, and listeners.  Courses emphasize literacy measured 
by Pennsylvania Common Core Standards.   As we seek to foster the development of life-
long literacy learners, the Upper Moreland School District is dedicated to a research-
based, literacy program.  
 
Creative Writing, an elective course, serves as an exploration of the creative writing 
process, including idea generation, creation and development of drafts, and basic editing 
skills. Through frequent and diverse exercises, students develop their use of voice, 
imagery, characterization, dialogue, and narration. Students work in poetry, prose, drama, 
and fiction. Works produced by professional writers as well as by students in the class 
form the basis of discussion in the workshop process. 
 
Specific and measurable objectives directly related to the academic standards to be 
achieved by students: 
 
Specific objectives for this course are stated as concepts and skills for the standards of the 
ninth to twelfth grade band in the scope and sequence document. 
 
Content to be used to reach objectives: 
 
In order to offer a comprehensive twenty-first century literacy approach, a variety of print 
and electronic materials are utilized.   
 
Materials: 
 
Various Professional Mentor Texts 
Various Supplemental Materials 
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Instructional Activities: 
 
A comprehensive 21st century literacy program demands use of a variety of activities to 
stimulate creativity and critical thinking.  Below is a list of those different activities.  
They are defined in the glossary. 
 

• KWL 

• SQ3R 

• DRA/DRTA 

• Vocabulary analysis 

• Reading aloud 

• Thinking aloud 

• Written response 

• Oral discussion 

• Inquiry 

• Graphic organizers 

• Note taking and note making 

• Big 6 Inquiry Process 

• Modeled Reading 

• Guided Reading  

• Independent Reading 

• Meta-cognitive Reading 

Strategies 

• Vocabulary Mapping 

• Word Wall 

• Differentiation for Reading 

• Reading Workshop 

• Writing Workshop 

 
Estimated instructional time to be devoted to achieving objectives 
 
91 days – half year (48 minutes per day) 
 
Procedures for measurement of student progress on the objectives: 
 
Teachers use an assortment of assessments to determine student proficiency.   
They include: 
 

• Formative and Summative 

Assessments 

• Whole Class Discussion 

• Written Response 

• Oral Response 

• Online discussions 

• Group discussions 

• Group collaboration 

• Quality of writing in all modes 

• Quizzes 

• Tests 

• Projects 

• Video Projects 

• Audio Projects 

• Read Aloud 
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An explanation of how student grades will be determined 
 
Literacy grades are determined through a variety of measures.  Students are evaluated 
using formative and summative assessments.  Formative assessments include classroom 
observations, teacher-student conferences and student work samples.  Summative 
assessments are administered periodically using quizzes and unit tests, and specific mode 
of writing rubrics.  Projects and presentations are evaluated using research based 
performance assessments.  
 


