
Upper Moreland School District 
Planned Course for Literacy 
 
Course: AP English Literature and Composition 
 
Standards: 
1.1 Learning to Read Independently 
1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas 
1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 
1.4 Types of Writing 
1.5 Quality of Writing 
1.6 Speaking and Listening 
1.7 Characteristics and Functions of the English Language 
1.8 Research 
 
Course Description: 
The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development and 
revision of evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing and the rhetorical analysis 
of nonfiction texts. This course aligns to an introductory college-level rhetoric and 
writing curriculum, which requires students to develop evidence-based analytic and 
argumentative essays that proceed through several stages or drafts. Students evaluate, 
synthesize, and cite research to support their arguments. Throughout the course, students 
develop a personal style by making appropriate grammatical choices. Additionally, 
students read and analyze the rhetorical elements and their effects in non-fiction texts, 
including graphic images as forms of text, from many disciplines and historical periods. 
 
 
Specific and measurable objectives directly related to the academic standards to be 
achieved by students: 
The course is designed to help students become skilled readers and writers through 
engagement with the following course requirements: 

● Reading complex imaginative literature (fiction, drama, and poetry) appropriate 
for college-level study 

● Writing an interpretation of a piece of literature that is based on a careful 
observation of textual details, considering the work’s structure, style, and themes; 
the social and historical values it reflects and embodies; and such elements as the 
use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone 

● Composing in several forms (e.g., narrative, expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays) based on students’ analyses of literary texts 

● Writing that proceeds through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by 
teacher and peers 

● Writing informally (e.g., response journals, textual annotations, collaborative 
writing), which helps students better understand the texts they are reading 

● Revising their work to develop: 
○ A wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively; 
○ A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of 

subordination and coordination; 
○ Logical organization, enhanced by techniques such as repetition, 

transitions, and emphasis; 
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○ A balance of generalization and specific, illustrative detail; and 
○ An effective use of rhetoric, including tone, voice, diction, 

and sentence structure. 
 
Content to be used to reach objectives:  
In order to offer a balanced literacy approach, many different types of selections and texts 
will be used.  These include: novels, a literature anthology (various selections), a 
vocabulary workbook, and additional grammar activities. 
 
Materials: 
Prentice Hall Literature – The British Tradition (2005) 
The Elements of Style  One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
A Prayer for Owen Meany Beloved Beloved 
Pride and Prejudice Canterbury Tales 
Beowulf Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  
Poems of the 17th, 18 th, 19 th, and 20th Moby Dick 
Understanding Poetry Heart of Darkness 
The Secret Sharer Century Return of the Native  
A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man M.L.A. Handbook for Writers 
Antigone Macbeth 
King Lear Othello 
Waiting for Godot M.L.A. Handbook for Writers 
Teacher Created and Commercial Materials consistent with course objectives 
Technology (Inspiration, MS Office, web resources) 
 
Instructional Activities: A balanced literacy program demands use of a variety of 
activities to stimulate creativity and critical thinking.  Below is a list of those different 
activities.  They are defined in the glossary. 
 

● Author validity 
● Activate prior knowledge 
● Setting purpose 
● Brainstorming 
● KWL 
● SQ3R 
● DRA/DRTA 
● Vocabulary analysis 
● Making predictions 
● Adjust reading rate 
● Reading rate 
● Reading aloud 
● Visualizing 
● Inferences 
● Asking questions 
● Summarize 
● Evaluate text 
● Written responses 
● Answer questions 

● Character maps 
● Oral discussion 
● Retelling 
● Graphic mapping 
● Mini-lessons on literary elements of 

style 
● Experiment 
● Inquiry 
● Vocabulary strategy 
● Graphic organizers 
● Note taking and note making 
● “Post-its” 
● mini-lessons 
● Fact and opinion 
● Essential and non-essential 

information 
● Drawing conclusions 
● Technology 
● Big 6 Inquiry Process 

November 2018 



 
Estimated instructional time to be devoted to achieving objectives: 
 
180 days – full year ( 86 minutes per day) 
 
 
Procedures for measurement of student progress on the objectives: 
Teachers use an assortment of assessments to determine student progress.  They include a 
variety of assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy, including teacher made tests, 
writing assignments, vocabulary quizzes, homework, writing process checkpoints, formal 
critical research paper on an author to be determined by the teacher, and a presentation of 
research or other performance assessment. 
 
 
An explanation of how student grades will be determined: 
 
Students will be evaluated in the areas of classwork, homework, class participation, 
projects, essays, tests, quizzes, and presentations.  Point values will be given for each 
assignment.  Composition Checklist will be used in determining grammatical progress. 
Grades will be determined by at least five assignments. 
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