
Upper Moreland School District 
Planned Course for Literacy 
 
Course: AP English Language and Composition 
 
Standards: 
1.1 Learning to Read Independently 
1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas 
1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature 
1.4 Types of Writing 
1.5 Quality of Writing 
1.6 Speaking and Listening 
1.7 Characteristics and Functions of the English Language 
1.8 Research 
 
Course Description: 
The AP English Literature and Composition course focuses on reading, analyzing, and 
writing about imaginative literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various periods. The AP 
English Literature and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level literary 
analysis course. The course engages students in the close reading and critical analysis of 
imaginative literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to 
provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, 
style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. 
Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays that require 
students to analyze and interpret literary works. Students in this course study the 
fundamental critical process. They also examine evolving narrative, lyrical and dramatic 
forms. The course focuses on specific literary genres and nuances of style. Students 
refine their oral and written communication skills. This course will help prepare students 
to take the Advanced Placement Exam for English. 
 
Specific and measurable objectives directly related to the academic standards to be 
achieved by students: 
The AP English Language and Composition course is designed to help students become 
skilled readers and writers through engagement with the following course requirements: 

● Composing in several forms (e.g., narrative, expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays) about a variety of subjects 

● Writing that proceeds through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by 
teacher and peers 

● Writing informally (e.g., imitation exercises, journal keeping, collaborative 
writing), which helps students become aware of themselves as writers and the 
techniques employed by other writers 

● Writing expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions based on readings 
representing a variety of prose styles and genres 

● Reading nonfiction (e.g., essays, journalism, science writing, autobiographies, 
criticism) selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an 
author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques 

● Analyzing graphics and visual images both in relation to written texts and as 
alternative forms of text themselves 
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● Developing research skills and the ability to evaluate, use, and cite primary and 
secondary sources 

● Conducting research and writing argument papers in which students present an 
argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from an 
array of sources  

● Citing sources using a recognized editorial style (e.g., Modern Language 
Association, The Chicago Manual of Style) 

● Revising their work to develop 
○ A wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively; 
○ A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of 

subordination and coordination; 
○ Logical organization, enhanced by techniques such as repetition, 

transitions, and emphasis; 
○ A balance of generalization and specific, illustrative detail; and 
○ An effective use of rhetoric, including tone, voice, diction, and sentence 

structure. 
 
Content to be used to reach objectives:  
In order to offer a balanced literacy approach, many different types of selections and texts 
will be used.  These include: novels, a literature anthology (various selections), a 
vocabulary workbook, and additional grammar activities. 
 
Materials: 
Jennifer Cognard-Black and Anne M. Cognard — Advancing Rhetoric: Thinking and 
Writing for the Advanced Student (Kendall-Hunt publishers)  
Paul J. Hunter. Ed. — The Norton Introduction to Poetry Euripides —  
Medea William Shakespeare — The Taming of the Shrew  
Ntozake Shange — for colored girls who have considered suicide/when the rainbow is 
enuf  
Tom Stoppard — Arcadia  
Mary Shelley — Frankenstein  
Gabriel García Márquez — Strange Pilgrims  
Jeanette Winterson — Written on the Body  
Toni Morrison — Jazz  
Andrea Lunsford and Bob Connors — The New St. Martin’s Handbook  
Artseros, Sally, ed. American Voices: Best Short Fiction by Contemporary Authors. New 
York: Hyperion, 1992. 
Burrows, David J., Frederick R. Lapides, and John T. Shawcross, eds. Myths and Motifs 
in Literature. New York: Free Press, 1973. 
Hamilton, Edith. Mythology. Boston: Back Bay Books, 1998. 
Vendler, Helen, ed. Poems, Poets, Poetry: An Introduction and Anthology. Boston: 
Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 1997. 
Various Other Print and Online Resources 
In-Class Handouts 
 
Instructional Activities: A balanced literacy program demands use of a variety of 
activities to stimulate creativity and critical thinking.  Below is a list of those different 
activities.  They are defined in the glossary. 
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● Author validity 
● Activate prior knowledge 
● Setting purpose 
● Brainstorming 
● KWL 
● SQ3R 
● DRA/DRTA 
● Vocabulary analysis 
● Making predictions 
● Adjust reading rate 
● Reading rate 
● Reading aloud 
● Visualizing 
● Inferences 
● Asking questions 
● Summarize 
● Evaluate text 
● Written responses 
● Answer questions 

● Character maps 
● Oral discussion 
● Retelling 
● Graphic mapping 
● Mini-lessons on literary elements of 

style 
● Experiment 
● Inquiry 
● Vocabulary strategy 
● Graphic organizers 
● Note taking and note making 
● “Post-its” 
● mini-lessons 
● Fact and opinion 
● Essential and non-essential 

information 
● Drawing conclusions 
● Technology 
● Big 6 Inquiry Process 

 
 

 

Estimated instructional time to be devoted to achieving objectives: 
 
180 days – 1/2 year ( 86 minutes per day) 
 
 
Procedures for measurement of student progress on the objectives: 
 
Teachers use an assortment of assessments to determine student progress.  They include a 
variety of assignments based on Bloom’s Taxonomy, including teacher made tests, 
writing assignments, vocabulary quizzes, homework, writing process checkpoints, formal 
critical research paper on an author to be determined by the teacher, and a presentation of 
research or other performance assessment. 
 
 
An explanation of how student grades will be determined: 
 
Students will be evaluated in the areas of classwork, homework, class participation, 
projects, essays, tests, quizzes, and presentations.  Point values will be given for each 
assignment.  Composition Checklist will be used in determining grammatical progress. 
Grades will be determined by at least five assignments. 
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