
 

Upper Moreland School District 
Planned Course for Literacy 
 
Course: Tenth and Eleventh Grade English  
 
Theme: Comparative World Literature 
 
PA Common Core Standards:  
 
Reading Informational 1.2 
Reading Literature 1.3 
Writing 1.4 
Speaking and Listening 1.5  
 
Course Description 
 
The Comprehensive Literacy program at Upper Moreland Middle and High School 
consists of a seven-year, sequential and cumulative program designed to develop 21st 
Century readers, writers, speakers, and listeners.  Courses emphasize literacy measured 
by Pennsylvania Common Core Standards.   As we seek to foster the development of 
life-long literacy learners, the Upper Moreland School District is dedicated to a 
research-based, literacy program.  
 
Tenth and Eleventh Grade English is designed for students who have an IEP and need an 
intensive reading intervention program. This course is taught in conjunction with Tenth 
and Eleventh Grade Reading. (Any exception to the requirement of the two courses must 
be approved by the IEP team). It parallels the material and content of the Tenth Grade 
English Language Arts course. With the foundations acquired in the ninth grade 
curriculum, students will continue to develop as readers and writers of both fiction and 
non-fiction.  Students will maintain and build upon vocabulary, grammar, and written 
expression.  The course integrates whole group instruction and small group instruction 
with the technology of individualized software to teach reading comprehension skills. 
 
Specific and measurable objectives directly related to the academic standards to be 
achieved by students: 

 
Specific objectives for this course are stated as concepts and skills for the standards of the 
ninth to tenth grade band in the scope and sequence document. 
 
Content to be used to reach objectives: 
  
In order to offer a comprehensive twenty-first century literacy approach, a variety of print 
and electronic materials are utilized.  
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Materials:  
 
 
Anchor Titles 
Alvarez In the Time of the Butterflies 
Fitzgerald The Great Gatsby 
Golding Lord of the Flies 
Hansberry A Raisin in the Sun 
Krakauer Into the Wild 
Miller The Crucible  
Morrison The Bluest Eye 
Rose Twelve Angry Men 
Shakespeare Hamlet  
Shakespeare Julius Caesar 
Steinbeck Of Mice and Men 
Wiesel Night 
 
Text Sets and Book Club Selections 
Classroom Library Selections  
 
Upper Moreland Custom Supplement Studies in Comparative World 
Literature Grade,  10, The American Experience, Grade 11 Pearson (2013) 
Selections from Prentice Hall Literature Platinum Level, Literature- 
American Experience Pearson (2005) 
 
Young Adult Titles 
DePrau People of Sparks 
Duncan Killing Mr. Griffin 
Brugman Walking Naked 
Crutcher Running Loose 
 
Technology Resources 
Edmentum 
Turnitin.com 

 
 
Instructional Activities: 
 
A comprehensive 21st century literacy program demands use of a variety of activities to 
stimulate creativity and critical thinking.  Below is a list of those different activities. 
They are defined in the glossary. 
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● KWL 

● Vocabulary analysis 

● Reading aloud 

● Thinking aloud 

● Written response 

● Oral discussion 

● Inquiry 

● Graphic organizers 

● Note taking and note making 

● Modeled Reading 

● Guided Reading  

● Independent Reading 

● Meta-cognitive Reading 

Strategies 

● Vocabulary Mapping 

● Word Wall 

● Differentiation for Reading 

● Reading Workshop 

● Writing Workshop 

 

Estimated instructional time to be devoted to achieving objectives: 
 
Approximately 86 minutes per day, on an alternating block schedule 
 
Procedures for measurement of student progress on the objectives: 
 
Teachers use an assortment of assessments to determine student proficiency. They 
include: 

● Formative and Summative 

Assessments 

● Whole Class Discussion 

● Written Response 

● Oral Response 

● Online discussions 

● Group discussions 

● Group collaboration 

● Quality of writing in all modes 

● Quizzes 

● Tests 

● Projects 

● Video Projects 

● Audio Projects 

● Book Talks  

● Read Aloud 

An explanation of how student grades will be determined: 
  
Literacy grades are determined through a variety of measures. Students are evaluated 
using formative and summative assessments.  Formative assessments include classroom 
observations, teacher-student conferences and student work samples.  Summative 
assessments are administered periodically using quizzes and unit tests, and specific mode 
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of writing rubrics.  Projects and presentations are evaluated using research based 
performance assessments.  Grades will be determined by a variety of at least five 
assessments.  
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