
 

   
 
January 
 
1   New Year’s Day 
   District Holiday 
 
2   School Resumes    
 6:30 PM UM Education Foundation Meeting – TLC2 
 
4   College Awareness/College Sweatshirt Day 
 
9 3 & 6:30 PM UM’s Got Talent Auditions – Cafetorium 
 
10 3 & 6:30 PM UM’s Got Talent Auditions – Cafetorium 
 
14 7:00 PM H.S.A. Joint PS/IS Parent Meeting – Focused on Math- TLC2 
   Math Incentive Begins 
 
17   Diversity Day 
 7:00 PM UM PAGE Gifted Education Parent Information Night – TLC2 
 
20 5:30 PM H.S.A. Skating Party – Palace Roller Rink 
 
21   District Holiday – Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday Observance  
 
23 7:00 PM Safe Schools Parent Advisory Committee – TLC2    
     
29 7:30 PM UM School Board Meeting – TLC 2 
 
Employee of the Month 

Congratulations to January’s Employee of the Month, Mrs. Marlajean Fay. Mrs. Fay is a Learning 
Support Teacher for third and fourth grade students. Additionally, she co-teaches in two fourth 
grade classrooms. Marlajean has been teaching at Upper Moreland since 1997, twenty 
one years! She graduated from Bloomsburg State College with a Graduate Degree and a 
Master's Degree in Reading.  She has also completed additional graduate work from Bucknell 
University.  Mrs. Fay enjoys spending time with her family. In her free time, you may find her 
reading, shopping, or baking.  We are fortunate to have her positive attitude and experience 
working for us at the Intermediate School.  
 
  
 

January Highlights at the 

Upper Moreland Intermediate School 



Safety and Security  
Safety and security is a top priority in all of the Upper Moreland schools.   The District maintains 
a Safe Schools Committee, which is comprised of various school employees, as well as 
stakeholders from local law enforcement and Montgomery County emergency agencies.  This 
committee works to strengthen our current plan and provides key training to select district 
personnel. These key staff members update the skills of our building-based Crisis Management 
Team periodically throughout the year. 
 
An integral part of our plan includes various drills.  We are required by state law to conduct fire 
drills at least once a month.  Additionally, we conduct lock down, lock out, and evacuation 
drills.   
 
Winter Attire 
I ask all parents to remind their children to dress appropriately for the season.  Students must 
wear appropriate attire for outside recess and students should not wear shorts to school during 
the winter months.  
 
College Awareness Day 
On Friday, January 4th, students at the Upper Moreland Intermediate School are encouraged to 
wear sweatshirts and other appropriate gear from their favorite college or university.  This 
event is designed to encourage our youngsters to set their sights on their future education. 
 
Diversity Day 
Diversity is celebrated in the Upper Moreland School District each and every day.  During the 

month of January, usually around the celebration of Martin Luther King’s birthday, the 

Intermediate School hosts a Diversity Week.  During that week ethnic, racial, cultural, and all 

differences in people are celebrated by our students.  Mrs. Singer and Mrs. Antonuccio, our 

school librarians, highlight books reflecting different cultures throughout the year, but create a 

special display during Diversity Week.  A special program will be presented on Thursday, 

January 17, 2019 to celebrate diversity in our school.  This special day exposes our students to 

the richness of our multi-cultural society.   

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., deceased longer than he was alive, had an extraordinary life.  At the 
young age of 33, he was advocating the case for civil rights with then President, John Kennedy.  
At the age of 34, he galvanized our nation with his “I Have a Dream” speech held at the Lincoln 
Memorial.  At age 35, he was the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize and was assassinated at the 
age of 39.  Dr. King has left a legacy of hope and inspiration that continues today.  As we 
celebrate Martin Luther King’s Birthday on Monday, January 21st, let us remember the timeless 
values he taught us through his example—the values of courage, truth, justice, compassion, 
dignity, humility and service.  On this holiday, let us commemorate the universal, unconditional 
love, forgiveness, and nonviolence that empowered this man’s revolutionary spirit. 
 
From the Principal 
I hope everyone enjoyed their winter break and holiday season.  We ended the year with a very 
festive winter concert and classroom-based holiday activities.  I want to thank the parents of 
our 5th grade students for their generous response to our annual holiday food basket drive.    
This year the Upper Moreland Intermediate School was able to provide many full meals to 



families from our community.  This generous outpouring of kindness speaks highly of our 
students and their families.  I applaud all involved in this worthy endeavor.   
 
As we approach the winter season, please review your family backup emergency plan in case of 
early dismissal.  Please do not call the main office during early dismissals.  As you can 
understand, on such days our priority is to see that all children safely evacuate the building.  
When parents call with last minute alternative plans, there is a possibility that the child will 
become confused or frightened.  Additionally, please do not call the school in regard to 
inclement weather and school emergencies because the automatic robo-dialer will notify you.  
Please make sure that your contact information is kept up to date. 
 
As we reach the midpoint of our 2018-2019 school year, it is important that we all re-evaluate 
and re-establish our goals.  As an educator, I must examine with the faculty where we are 
heading and establish a clear cut plan to reach our destination.  As a parent you must set 
priorities for your family and examine decisions that will shepherd your children safely into 
their future.  Together, we must help our young people determine challenging yet achievable 
goals.  Some examples may include: 
 

 Reading more books independently in an attempt to become a life-long learner. 

 Practicing math facts until they become automatic. 

 Replacing some television time with exercise or other physical activity. 

 Improving study skills on a daily basis. 

 Learning a language or musical instrument independently. 

 Stretching their thinking to see another’s point of view. 

 Assuming more responsibility around the house; i.e., doing the dishes, completing 
chores, etc. 

 Joining a new club, team, or organization in an endeavor to learn to make new friends 
and learn group skills. 

 Participating in community service. 

 Persevering when encountering a challenging situation. 
 
These suggestions will help your child grow and develop into a well-rounded, educated adult.   
As we begin the New Year, I pledge my continued support to provide a quality educational 
experience to the children here at the Upper Moreland Intermediate School.   
 
       Sincerely, 

                                          

         Dr. Michael Bair 

       Principal 

 



    


