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More than $7 million in grants were awarded across the
state to help pay for equipment, programs, school police
officers or school resource officers. Schools in Bristol
Township, Upper Moreland, Abington, Council Rock,
Pennsbury, Souderton and Montgomery Township
received money.

Several public and private schools in Bucks and Eastern Montgomery counties
are among those sharing in more than $7 million in school safety grants recently
awarded by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

Grants were handed out in four different categories related to school security:
equipment, programs, and to help fund either school police officers or school
resource officers. SPOs are armed officers employed directly by a district or
school, and SROs are armed municipal officers assigned full time to a district or
school.

Receiving equipment grants were Bucks County Technical High School in
Bristol Township ($25,000) and the Upper Moreland School District ($24,523).

The Abington ($18,948), Council Rock ($19,783) and Pennsbury ($19,900)
districts got program grants, while Abington received a $60,000 SRO grant.

Three area private schools got equipment grants. Mary, Mother of the Redeemer
in Montgomery Township received $18,026; Queen of Angels Regional Catholic
School in Upper Moreland $20,940 and Indian Valley Nursery School and
Kindergarten in Souderton $23,325.
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Leon Poeske, administrative director at BCTHS, said the money will be used to
retrofit more doors with electronic locks at the school on Wistar Road.

“This makes our building safer and can ensure the immediate locking of the
doors,” said Poeske, whose school draws students from the Bensalem, Bristol
Borough, Bristol Township, Morrisville, Neshaminy and Pennsbury school
districts.

“The electronic lock sets also allow us to limit access to anyone entering the
building. This is another step in making BCTHS a safer and more secure
building for our students and those who are in the building.”

State Sen. Maria Collett, D-12, Lower Gwynedd, said funds going to make
students and staff safer is money well spent. Her legislative district includes the
Upper Moreland School District, Mary, Mother of the Redeemer, Queen of
Angels and Indian Valley.

“Our children’s safety and well being are at the forefront of our minds as we send
them off to school each day,” Collett said. “These grants will allow our schools to
purchase the safety and security equipment they need to put parents’ minds at
ease and keep our children and communities safe.”

In Pennsbury, the grant money will be used to fund training in the ALICE (Alert,
Lockdown, Inform, Counter, Evacuate) active shooter protocol for all students
and staff, said Student Services Director Elizabeth Aldridge, who wrote the grant
application along with Pennwood Middle School Assistant Principal Ryan
Kennedy.

ALICE, which advocates a more fluid and flexible response to an active shooter
than traditional “lock doors and stay in place” approaches, is now in use at
thousands of schools across the country, including many in Bucks and Eastern
Montgomery counties.

“This national program is very well regarded,” Aldridge said.

State Sen. Steve Santarsiero, D-10, Lower Makefield, and state Reps. Perry
Warren, D-31, Newtown Borough and John Galloway, D-140, Falls, all lauded
the grants. Santarsiero’s and Warren’s districts include parts of both Council
Rock and Pennsbury, while Galloway’s includes a part of Pennsbury.
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“Improving school safety has been, and will continue to be, a constant focus for
me. No child, teacher or staff member should have to go to school in fear,”
Santarsiero said.

“These grants attempt to eliminate incidents before they happen, through
training and the purchase of new equipment,” said Warren.

Galloway added the grants will “aid in creating not only a safer, but more
productive learning environment.”

State Education Secretary Pedro A. Rivera said grants in all the different
categories are aimed at reducing unnecessary student disciplinary actions and
promoting an environment of greater productivity, safety and learning;
enhancing anti-violence efforts between schools and parents, local governments,
law enforcement and community organizations.

“The Safe Schools Targeted Grant Program provides school leaders with options
when determining which safety tools work best for their own school
communities,” Rivera said.


