
 
Summer Reading for Incoming 8th Graders 

 
 
All students entering 8th grade for the 2015-2016 school year are required to read two (2) books 
during the summer, one core reading book and one book from the titles below.  All students 
should complete the summer reading log before school starts and turn it in to their 
Literacy teachers. 
 

*The core reading book will be assessed upon returning to school in September.  Students 
will be assessed in class on the elements of plot (setting, characters, theme, conflict, 
climax, resolution,).  
*A story map is provided on the district website to help prepare students for the 
assessment. This map is a reference for students, NOT a paper that must be turned in to 
their teachers. 
 

 
Core Reading book: Literacy   

  The Silence of Murder by Dandi Daley Mackall  
Seventeen-year-old Hope Long's life revolves around her brother Jeremy. So when 
Jeremy is accused of killing the town's beloved baseball coach, Hope's world begins 
to unravel. Everyone is convinced Jeremy did it, and since he hasn't spoken a word 
in 9 years, he's unable to defend himself. Their lawyer instructs Hope to convince 
the jury that Jeremy is insane, but all her life Hope has known that Jeremy's just 
different than other people—better, even. As she works to prove his innocence—
joined by her best friend T.J. and the sheriff's son, Chase—Hope uncovers secrets 

about the murder, the townspeople, her family, and herself. She knows her brother isn't the 
murderer. But as she comes closer to the truth, she's terrified to find out who is. 
 
 
Core Reading book: Literacy/Technotics/Humanities 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
Death himself narrates the story of Liesel, a German girl left with foster parents just 
before the outbreak of World War II. Along the way to her new home with her 
younger brother, he dies; after the funeral, Liesel steals The Gravedigger's 
Handbook, though she cannot yet read. It's only the first of what will become a series 
of book thefts. As she settles in with her harsh but caring foster mother, Rosa, and 
kind foster father, Hans, Liesel gets to know her poor neighborhood and learns to 
read. Her obsession with   books grows as the war closes in, rationing is put in place, 

air raids begin, and Hans hides a Jewish man in the basement. Through it all, Death 
travels the Earth, taking in more and more souls every day. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.umtsd.org/cms/lib7/PA01001090/Centricity/Domain/503/8th_Grade_Summer_Reading_log.pdf
http://www.umtsd.org/cms/lib7/PA01001090/Centricity/Domain/503/8th_Grade_Story_Map.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/38952.Dandi_Daley_Mackall


 
BOOK 2-Self Selected-select one (1) book of choice 

*Select one book from the choices below.  
*Students entering Literacy/Technotics/Humanities must select one of the books designated with the *.     
*Students will be assessed on their understanding of this book upon returning to school in September.  

 
 *Unwind by Neil Shusterman 

In a future world where those between the ages of thirteen and eighteen can have their lives “unwound” and their 
body parts harvested for use by others, three teens go to extreme lengths to uphold their beliefs-and, perhaps save 
their own lives. 

  
*Peak by Roland Smith 
Fourteen year-old Peak Marcello's passion for climbing is clearly in the genes, but when he is arrested for scaling 
tall buildings, his mom and stepdad make a deal with the judge to ship him out of the country to live with her ex-
husband and squelch the media attention that might inspire "Spider Boy" copycats.  
 

 *Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz 
After his uncle, Ian Rider, dies mysteriously in a car crash, Alex begins to ponder the identity of the man who had 
looked after him since he was orphaned as a baby. Alex's preliminary investigations draw the attention of his 
uncle's former employers - none other than MI6, and they have a proposition for Alex. 
 

 
 Running Out of Time by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

What if the costumed workers at historical sites really lived there, and tourists watched them through hidden 
cameras rather than from pathways? What if those workers and families were not allowed to leave, ever? Jessie 
lives in the 1840s, or so she believes, until her mother sends her on an escape mission outside the fence, where it's 
1996.  
 
*Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson 
Devoted to the South, John Wilkes Booth had planned to kidnap Lincoln and hold him hostage, but when that 
plan did not materialize, he hatched his assassination plot. Co-conspirators in Washington, Maryland, and 
Virginia helped him escape and evade capture for 12 days before being surrounded in a 
barn and killed. Readers will be engrossed by the almost hour-by-hour search and by the many people who 
encountered the killer as he tried to escape.  

  
 

The Red Kayak by Patricia Cummings 
After a young boy is killed in a kayaking accident, 13-year-old Brady struggles with whether he should divulge 
the prank that caused the accident or keep silent to protect the pranksters. 
 
*Dairy Queen by Catherine Murdock  
After her two older brothers leave home and her father hurts his hip, fifteen-year-old D.J. is left in charge of the 
dairy farm. She is also training a football player from her school's biggest rival. When she begins to feel like one 
of the cows that goes through life always doing what is expected, she           realizes that she doesn't want to live 
her life like that and decides to try out for the football team herself. 
 
*The Body in the Woods by April Henry 
Alexis, Nick, and Ruby have very different backgrounds: Alexis has spent her life covering for her mom's mental 
illness, Nick's bravado hides his fear of not being good enough, and Ruby just wants to pursue her eccentric 
interests in a world that doesn't understand her. When the three teens join Portland County Sheriff's Search and 
Rescue, they are teamed up to search for a autistic man lost in the woods. What they find instead is a dead body. 

In a friendship that will be forged in danger, fear and courage, the three team up to find the girl's killer--before he 
can strike one of their own. 

 
(Synopses provided for your convenience were taken from various websites.) 
 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/contributor/catherine-murdock


8th Grade Summer Reading Log-2015 

Every student entering 8th grade at UMMS in August 2015 is expected to read two (2) books over the summer: 
one core book and one self-selected book from the list provided.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Core Book Title_________________________________________ Author: ______________________________ 
Genre (type of work):________________________________________________  Number of pages:______________ 
Brief summary:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommendation:_________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student signature:___________________________________________________Date:______________________ 

Parent/guardian signature:_______________________________________________Date:_______________________ 
 

Self -Selected book title:________________________________________Author:_____________________________ 
Genre (type of work):________________________________________________  Number of pages:______________ 
Brief summary:__________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Recommendation:_________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student signature:____________________________________________________ Date:______________________ 

Parent/guardian signature:_______________________________________________Date:_______________________ 
 



Story Map 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Setting: Main characters: (include traits of each) 

Conflict (problem):  

Resolution (how is problem solved): 

Climax (Turning Point): 

Theme (lesson or message): 


